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60TH ANNIVERSARY OF CORDOVA 
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the Cordova 
Recreation and Park District. 

Established by popular vote of the residents 
in 1958, the Cordova Recreation and Park 
District (CRPD) now serves approximately 
120,000 residents in Sacramento County. In 
1962, the CRPD opened Cordova Community 
Center within Cordova Community Park, one 
of its first three parks. 

Both the park and the center were renamed 
after Paul Hagan, the first Administrator of the 
CRPD. It was Mr. Hagan’s idea to open a 
community center located close to schools in 
the area so that the center could be mutually 
supportive of the schools with their programs 
and facilities. Under Mr. Hagan’s leadership, 
the CRPD expanded from three parks to six, 
doubling in size. The co-location of schools 
and parks became a model for California and 
the rest of the country. 

The CRPD currently operates over 40 parks 
and facilities and they most recently opened 
Heron Landing Community Park in 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Cordova Recreation 
and Park District on 60 years of outstanding 
contributions to our community, and wish them 
luck as they continue to grow and provide safe 
spaces for future generations of Sacramento 
County residents. 
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HONORING BISHOP RICHARD J. 
GARCIA 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of the Most Reverend Rich-
ard John Garcia, bishop of the Diocese of 
Monterey. Bishop Garcia lived a long life, filled 
with God and God’s children. His service to 
the central coast of California and love for all 
people will be missed. 

Bishop Garcia was the son of immigrants 
from Mexico who wanted to give their children 
a better life. That American Dream was ful-
filled when Bishop Garcia became a priest in 
1973 and pursued further doctoral studies in 
Dogmatic Theology in Rome from 1980 to 
1984. After serving multiple dioceses in Cali-
fornia, Bishop Garcia was named fourth 
bishop of Diocese of Monterey by Pope Bene-
dict XVI. 

When Bishop Garcia would see you, he 
would grab you and he would not look through 
you, but at you. It was then that you would 
feel his love and divine spirit for every man. 

He welcomed everyone who entered his 
church but also those who entered this coun-
try. He did not just care about people, but also 
the future of our planet, as an early supporter 
of a power plan which promoted and provided 
renewable energy to our community. 

As recounted by the Diocese of Monterey 
and known by anyone to have had the pleas-
ure of knowing Bishop Garcia, he had a spe-
cial concern for the poor, the incarcerated, mi-
grant workers and immigrant communities. He 
always had time for his priests, deacons, reli-
gious, seminarians, and the people of God 
throughout the Diocese of Monterey, espe-
cially children with special needs. He was 
proud of his Mexican-American heritage and 
the diversity of cultures that are represented in 
the Church. 

Saint Junipero Serra, another eminent priest 
from the Central Coast, encouraged followers 
of God to ‘‘always go forward and never turn 
back.’’ As we look back on the life of Richard 
Garcia, we know that his spirit, love, and guid-
ance provides us with the divinity to always go 
forward. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in celebrating the life of Bishop Rich-
ard John Garcia. 
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CONGRATULATING DEVIN 
ROBERSON OF THE JEFFERSON 
CITY JAYS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Devin Roberson of the Jefferson 
City Jays for his first-place finish in the Discus 
Field Event at the 2018 Missouri Class 5 State 
Track and Field Championship. 

Devin and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Devin 
Roberson for a job well done. 
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CONGRESS SHOULD STAY IN 
SESSION UNTIL THE JOB IS DONE 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-
appointed that Congress plans to adjourn for 
August recess without addressing critical 
issues important to the American people. I ap-
preciate that district work periods allow Mem-
bers to visit with folks back in their community, 
but it is now becoming a habit for Congress to 
abandon a long ‘‘to do’’ list in the rush to get 
out of town. This August is no exception. 

Unfortunately, Congress has not done its 
job. It has not completed the work of the peo-

ple; including budgeting and critical national 
security legislation. Our constituents expect us 
to stay and finish the job. As I requested of 
the Speaker in June, let’s clear our schedules 
and—in the strongest possible terms—and 
stay in Washington for the month of August to 
finish the business of the people. 

As I have said in previous years as we ap-
proach the August recess, I’m prepared to 
stay in Washington as long as it takes. These 
issues are too important to delay. 
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HONORING RETIRED DEPUTY FIRE 
CHIEF STU CAVUTO, JASON 
WHEELER AND MELANIE 
MASCATO 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor retired Deputy Fire Chief Stu Cavuto, 
Jason Wheeler, and Melanie Mascato, for their 
actions to help save the life of a young father 
on Father’s Day. 

While running an errand this Father’s Day, 
Deputy Fire Chief Cavuto and Mr. Wheeler 
were alerted to an emergency situation when 
their vehicle was flagged down by Ms. 
Mascato. After pulling over to the side of the 
road, the two learned that a young father was 
without a pulse after overdosing on heroin in-
side a nearby car. Acting immediately, the trio 
called for an ambulance and began to prepare 
the man for CPR by extracting him from his 
car and bringing him to the adjacent lawn. 
However, before they were able to begin ad-
ministering CPR the man’s pulse and breath-
ing suddenly returned. Shortly thereafter, para-
medics arrived on the scene and transported 
the man to a local hospital. 

Hearing of the actions taken by these three 
individuals reaffirms my belief in the inherent 
kindness of strangers and further motivates 
me to work with my colleagues in Congress to 
pass legislation that combats the opioid epi-
demic. 

Today, I am proud to honor Stu Cavuto, 
Jason Wheeler, and Melanie Mascato for tak-
ing actions to save the life of a young father. 
In the future, I hope that we can look toward 
these good Samaritans as inspiration and rally 
around all efforts to help those struggling with 
opioid addictions. 
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LEONARD PERLMUTTER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Leonard Michael 
Perlmutter, a great Coloradan and a wonderful 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, uncle and cousin. 
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